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Dams contribute to the efficient management and conservation of the nation’s water resources.
However, inadequately constructed, operated, or maintained dams can pose a serious threat to public
and private property and the health and safety of our citizens.

The United States Army Corps of Engineers conducted a national dam inspection program in
cooperation with the states under Public Law 92-367. Furthermore, the Association of State Dam
Safety Officials, in cooperation with the Federal Emergency Management Agency, issued a report
reviewing state non-federal dam safety programs (1989). Both of these efforts demonstrate that dam
safety is an important issue and one that needs increased attention on a national and state level.

The National Dam Safety Program Act (NDSPA) of 2014, Title Ill, Subtitle A of the Conference Report
to HR 3080, the Water Resources Reform and Development Act (WRDA), reauthorized this modest, yet
vital program enabling the states to improve their dam safety programs, which translate into reduced
risks to life and property. The NDSPA provides training, technical assistance, research funding, and
support to states through incentive grant awards that encourage states to improve their programs. The
funds are targeted to support states and to advance the national effort to improve dam safety. The
Association of Western State Engineers appreciates the reauthorization of the NDSPA. The
Association of Western State Engineers urges Congress to further consider support of this Act during
the current reauthorization of WRDA.

The Association of Western State Engineers encourages all federal agencies that own or regulate
dams ensure that the dams are properly inspected, and that the information from these inspections is
shared with the state dam safety agency to provide for better coordination of dam safety activities. If a
federal agency does not have a dam inspection program, it should be required to contract with another
federal agency that has a competent dam inspection program.

The Association of Western State Engineers also recognizes that many of the dams constructed in this
country were constructed many years ago and have reached or will reach their maximum expected life
in the next few years. Many of the dams continue to serve useful and important functions as a part of
our nation’s infrastructure, but will need rehabilitation to be maintained in a safe status. The
Association of Western State Engineers supports federal programs to rehabilitate many of the over
10,000 watershed dams constructed with the assistance of the U.S. Department of Agriculture through
the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act of 1954 (Public Law 83-566) and similar programs.

Adopted September 28, 2016.
Association of Western State Engineers

Kent L. Jones, President



Representative Bill Shuster Chairman

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

US House of Representatives
2268 Rayburn HOB
Washington DC 20515

Representative Peter A DeFazio
Ranking Member

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

US House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn Office Building
Washington DC 20515

Senator Jim Inhofe Chairman

Committee on Environment and Public Works
US Senate

205 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510-3603

Senator Barbara Boxer Ranking Member
Committee on Environment and Public Works
US Senate

112 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington DC 20510

Sally Jewell Secretary
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington DC 20240

ASDSO

Association of State Dam Safety Officials
239 S Limestone

Lexington KY 40508

Estevan Lopez Commissioner
Bureau of Reclamation

1849 C Street NW
Washington DC 20240-0001

Steven L Stockton

Director of Civil Works
Headquarters

US Army Corps of Engineers
441 G Street NW
Washington DC 20314-1000

Tom Vilsack Secretary

US Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue SW
Washington DC 20250

Jason Weller Chief

Natural Resources Conservation Service
1400 Independence Avenue SW

Room 5105-S

Washington DC 20250

W Craig Fugate Administrator

Federal Emergency Management Agency
US Department of Homeland Security
500 C Street SW

Washington DC 20472

Tony Willardson Executive Director
Western States Water Council
5296 Commerce Drive Suite 202
Murray UT 84107



